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McLean County Persons Killed In McLean County 
Name       Date of article   Location / Railroad 
John White     February 20, 1856  Atlanta 
          Chicago & Alton  
  
Edward Dugan     May 4, 1857     Bloomington 
          Unknown 
 

Frederick Schalk and Joseph Keyser  August 5, 1857   Near Major’s College 
          St. L., A. & C. R. R.   

          (Chicago & Alton)  
 

Unknown     August 19, 1857   Near Lexington 
          St. L., A. & C. R. R.   

          (Chicago & Alton)  

          brakeman 
 

Unknown     September 23, 1857  Two miles south of  

          Bloomington 
          Illinois Central employee 
 

Reardon, Dennis     July 20, 1858   Bloomington 
          Illinois Central 
 

Michael Lenahan     November 2, 1858  Near Chenoa 
          St. L., A. & C. R. R. 

(Chicago & Alton) 
 

 

William Cruikshanks (or Crookshank)  May 24, 1862   House’s crossing, South of 

          Bloomington 
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           Illinois Central 
 

Son of Michael McDonald    May 24, 1862   Freight house 
          Unknown 
 

Patrick Conway     July 2, 1864   Bloomington 
          Western 
 

Unknown Woman    August 13, 1864   Bloomington 
          Illinois Central 
 

Peter Lynch, Salmon, Shannon   May 19, 1865   14 miles from Chicago 
 

 

Russell Madden     January 29, 1869   Normal 
 

 

Sampson Clark     January 15, 1870   Five miles east of LeRoy 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          & Western 
 

Hugh Von Elsner     August 20, 1870   Bloomington 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          and Western 
 

Dawse      September 5, 1870  Chenoa 
          Toledo, Peoria and  

          Western 
 

George C. Wilmeth    November 16, 1871  Bloomington 
          Illinois Central 
 

Michael Garvey     December 18, 1871  Western depot, near  

          freight house 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

August Wilde     August 14, 1872   Lexington – run over  

          between tracks 
 

Unknown (German)    Sept. 14, 1872   Between Downs and  

          Gillem  
          B&W Railroad 
 

Martin Rowe     June 27, 1873   Towanda, fell beneath  

          wheels of train, died in  

          Normal 
          Freight train 

 
Frank Warner, aka Frank Bindle   August 21, 1873   Union depot, Bloomington 
          B&W Railroad 
 

John H. S. Rhodes    August 23, 1875   Near Bloomington 
          I B & W 

 
Frank Mann     May 4, 1877   Ellwood 
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          Chicago & Alton   

          employee 
      
Unknown     August 10, 1877   Near Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Unknown     October 26, 1877   Near Heyworth 
          Illinois Central 
 

Katherine Pike     November 20, 1877  Weston 
          Illinois Central 
 

Willie Logan     April 15, 1878   Bloomington 
          IB&W Railroad 
 

Frank Scoggin     June 22, 1878   Crossing south of the  

          Union depot 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Milo McCoy     May 19, 1879   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Daniel Falber     August 30, 1880   Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Thomas Devine     March 18, 1881   Danville 
          I B & W 
 

Unknown     September 26, 1881  Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Payne      November 1, 1881  Anderson, nr Carlinville 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

O. G. Huggins     January 9, 1882   Quarter mile from Union  

          depot 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          & Western brakeman 
 

Ben Pickles     January 27, 1882   Near Carthage 
          C & A 
 

Thomas Neal     April 5, 1883   Bloomington 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

& Western  
 

Zachariah Brown     November 21, 1883  Bloomington 
          C&A 
 

Miss Dodson     January 1, 1884   Lexington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Hiram Karr     March 27, 1884   West of Bloomington  
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          & Western section 

foreman 
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William Boggs     March 29, 1884   Normal crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Patrick Green     April 15, 1884   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Patrick Vaughn     November 2, 1885  Lexington 
          Laborer on Chicago &  

          Alton train 
 

William Ryan     December 14, 1885  North of the Union Depot 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

“Conductor” Murphy    November 29, 1886  Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton   

          conductor 
 

Robert Erwin,     February 4, 1887   Danvers 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          & Western brakeman 
 

Jacob Gubler     February 14, 1887  Bloomington, near  

          parking house 
          Indianapolis, Bloomington 

          & Western brakeman 
 

Eddie McKee     April 6, 1887   Normal depot 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

 

Thomas Marooney    June 29, 1887   Chenoa 
          Toledo, Peoria & Western 
 

John Salmon     July 1, 1887   Bloomington  
          C & A 
 

George Johnson     March 1, 1888   Bloomington, jumped  

          from moving car while  

          switching 
          IB&W 
 

Samuel Kennedy     June 18, 1890   Four miles north of  

          Towanda 
          Chicago & Alton section  

          hand 
 

Two unknown tramps    June 24, 1880   Miles Station, fell & run  

          over by C & A train 
 

James Cleary     October 17, 1890   C & A tracks in   

          Bloomington-Normal 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

George H. Brown     June 27, 1891   Bloomington 
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          Chicago & Alton 
 

Miss Eva Nelson     February 8, 1892   Shirley 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

H. S. Gregory     February 26, 1892  Near Atlanta 
          Chicago & Alton 
  
Unknown     March 15, 1892   Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton yards 
 

Otto Zimmerman     June 3, 1892   South of Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Mr. Gildersleeve     June 21, 1892   Between Leroy and  

          Sabina 
          Illinois Central 
 

John Allen     July 12, 1892   Two miles south of  

          Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

George Heimberger    August 8, 1892   Normal 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Ann Donnelly     August 24, 1892   Bloomington (IL Central  

          bridge at Sugar Creek) 
          Illinois Central 
 

Mrs. N. L. Humphrey    August 29, 1892   Leroy 
          Big Four Railroad 

   
 

John Muenster     October 4, 1892   Covell 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Joseph A. Drenner    October 10, 1892   Odell 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Arthur Bradbury     December 19, 1892  West of town; jumped off  

          train, foot caught 
 

Eugene S. McMackin    December 30, 1892  Pesotum, struck by Illinois 

Central engine 
         
Carl Kingenstein     March 4, 1893   Half mile from depot 
          Lake Erie and Western  
 

Harry Ryburn     March 18, 1893   North Main Street 
          Bloomington-Normal  

          street car line 
 

Nelson Benson     April 27, 1893   Chicago & Alton yards 
 

Fred W. Kettle     May 27, 1893   Chenoa 
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          Chicago & Alton 
 

Capt. John P. MacLean    June 29, 1893   Quarter mile north of  

          Normal 
          Illinois Central 
 

W. H. Stone     August 8, 1893   Danville 
          Big Four 
 

James Spence     August 8 & 9, 1893  Normal, Injured jumping  

          from the hummer 
 

John Riser     August 9, 1893   Illinois Central depot,  

          watchman fell under  

          wheels 
 

John Leslie     October 18, 1893   East of station house 
          Big Four  
 

son of Frank Frost    December 23, 1893  Bloomington 
          Big Four  
 

William Wolf     April 18, 1894   Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

David Smith     May 13, 1894   Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

Crawford, Mrs. Absalom    December 17, 1894  Saybrook,  
          L E & W 
 

Malachi Norton     January 16, 1895   Washington Street  

          crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Philip J. Dagenhart    February 7, 1895   West of the Union Dept 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 
 

Unknown     July 3, 1895   Between Ballard and  

          Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Jonas Johnson     July 22, 1895   Bloomington, Loehr St.  

          crossing 
          Lake Erie and Western 
 

George C. Wakely    July 25, 1895   Springfield, Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

John Kirwin     December 13, 1895  Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton car  

          repairer 
 

Georgie Trautmann    December 21, 1895  Near Evergreen Cemetery 
          Lake Erie and Western  
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E. R. Stephens     April 20, 1896   Chicago 
          Illinois Central 
 

John Collins     April 28, 1896   One mile from Hudson 
          Illinois Central 
 

Jacob Oesterle     May 4, 1896   Bloomington, 
          Big Four 
 

James Crawford     August 21, 1896   Bloomington Yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          switchmen 
 

Holmes Wendell Oliver    August 18, 1897   Danvers 
          Big Four 
 

Mrs. W. S. Patterson    August 21, 1897   Normal 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Frank Keating     October 3, 1897   Chicago 
          Lake Shore Passenger  

          Train 
 

Charles Doyle     February 23, 1899  Lexington 
          Freight conductor for the  

          Chicago & Alton 
    
James Fitzgerald     March 20, 1899   Bloomington - Union  

          Depot 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Unknown Man     May 17, 1899   Bloomington 
          C&A 
 

John W. Baldar     July 8, 1899   East of Chenoa 
          Toledo, Peoria & Western 
 

Patrick Lyons     January 4, 1900   Grove St. crossing,  

          Bloomington 
          Illinois Central flagman 
 

Peter R. Mober     February 2, 1900   One mile north of Normal 
          Chicago & Alton section  

          hand 
 

Albert Manke     August 6, 1900   Near Seminary Avenue 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Martin Gleason     October 29, 1900   Big Four station 
          Big Four 
 

Thomas O’Donnell    February 8, 1901   Under Locust St. bridge 
          Chicago & Alton section  

          man  
 

G. W. Brown     March 12, 1901   Bloomington  
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          C & A 
 

Andrew Williamson    May 6, 1901   Morris Avenue crossing 
          Lake Erie and Western 
 

 

Louis F. Stewart     August 15, 1901   Killed by Illinois Central  

          train at Randolph 
 

Frank Fike     October 26, 1901   North of Lexington 
          Chicago & Alton section  

          foreman 
 

 

John W. Selders     July 15, 1902   Chestnut St. crossing 

          Chicago and Alton 
 

Edgar Palmer     August 15, 1902   Cayuga 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Mrs. Joseph Sharp    November 6, 1902  Hudson 
          Illinois Central 
 

Michael Davis     November 24, 1902  Normal, Main St. C&A  

          crossing 
          Big Four section hand  

          sought to board C & A  

          freight 
 

George Wonderlee    February 16, 1903  Chestnut St. crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Nancy Graves     April 4, 1903   Between Center and Main 
          Lake Erie and Western  
 

Lewis Wilcox     April 13, 1903   Two and a half miles  

          south of Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

      
Upton, Frank J.     September 7, 1903  Greenview 
          Chicago & Alton   
 

Thomas P. Shannon*    November 28, 1904  Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Olaf Quanstrom     May 15, 1904   Two and a half miles  

          northwest of Bloomington 
          Lake Erie and Western  
 

William Hall     May 30, 1904   Between Gillum and  

          Downs 
          Big Four 
 

William B King     July 5, 1904   Alton tracks near   

          fairground 
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John Steele     July 17, 1904   Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

Ira B. Luckey     October 9, 1904   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          employee 
  

Gustav Carlson     October 11, 1904   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          employee 
 

Charles Carleson     November 27, 1904  Bloomington yards 
          Lake Erie and Western  

          engineer 
 

Ora C. Rees     December 6, 1904  Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          switchman 
 

William Paddy     January 30, 1905   Near Danvers 
Big Four fireman 

 

Randolph  Fricke February 3, 1905   Illinois Central  

   
   

   
 

John Hettesheimer    April 30, 1906   Danvers 
      and May 4, 1906   Big Four 
 

John J. Price     October 8, 1906   Near Bunn Street 
          Illinois Central    
 

Solomon Engle     February 5, 1907   TP & W crossing at            Meadows; buggy             demolished 
 

Charles C. Lewis     February 6, 1907   Union Depot, fell between 

          cars of  
 

Joseph Reisch     March 2, 1907   South of Bloomington 
          Interurban 
 

Joseph Davis     March 12, 1907   Sugar Creek bridge 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Thomas Ferris     July 3, 1907   Bloomington   
          Big Four 
 

John Powers     August 7, 1907   Weston 
          T. P. & W. 
 

Guy C Britton     August 8, 1907   Danvers --electrocuted 
          Illinois Traction System  

          repairman 
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Samuel Adkins     January 4, 1908   North of C & A freight  

          house 
          Chicago & Alton   

          southbound 
 

Mrs. Christian Smallfield    February 20, 1908  Allin Street crossing 
          Big Four 
 

Herman Pfohman     May 20, 1909   Market Street “subway” 
          Chicago & Alton   

          switchman 
 

Edward  Monier     July 30, 1909   Normal  
          C & A 
 

Edward Ferry     August 11, 1909   Market Street crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Clinton Calhoun     August 13, 1909   Two-and-a-half miles east  

          of Danvers 
          Interurban 
 

Elmer Popejoy and Isaac Fritz   October 12, 1909   Lexington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Isaac Funk     December 13, 1909  Funk’s Grove 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

A. K. Hoover     January 12, 1910   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

G. R. Williams     Feb. 20, 1910   Alton yards 
          Alton RR 
 

William Wright     March 28, 1910   Union Depot,   

          Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

John Henley     May 10, 1910   Chenoa / Ballard 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Hardy Morgan     May 13, 1910   One mile west of Danvers 
          Big Four employee 
 

Tony Maschea or Lugisata    June 13 & 14, 1910  Between Bloomington and 

and John Perche          Shirley 
          Chicago & Alton  
 

Alvin Cruse     July 26, 1910   Ridgely, brakeman            crushed under capsized            engine 
 

Edward Lewis     October 29, 1910   W. Chestnut St. crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Unknown (might be Joe Scatti of Joliet)  March 25, 1911   Quarter mile north of  

          Lexington 
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          Chicago & Alton 
 

Bert C. Passwater and    September 4, 1911  West of Holder 
daughter Irma         Lake Erie and Western 
 

Jacob Augsburger    January 24, 1912   Near C & A shops;            crushed between cars  
 

Charles Gregg     May 27, 1912   SE corner of County;            buggy hit by Wabash train 
 

Joseph Orr     July 9, 1912   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Teenage Chicago & Alton  

          employee— “caller” 
 

Sylvester Wilson     October 7, 1912   Normal 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Harry Randall     October 11, 1912   Bloomington, Empire St.  

          crossing 
          Illinois Central 
 

William Gambon     November 28, 1912  Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

Mamie Meyer     December 27, 1912  Bloomington, Lee and  

          Market 
      & December 30, 1912  Bloomington-Normal  

          street car line 
 

William Peer     February 14, 1913  Bloomington C&A shops 
          Chicago & Alton   

          machinist 
 

W. T. Sweetenham    February 15, 1913  West of  Bloomington 
          Interurban 
 

Peter Athos     March 6, 1913   A mile south of  town 
Alton section hand, 

crushed between two 

trains 
 

Thomas Holley     June 27, 1913   Intersection of Clinton and 

          Graham 
          Bloomington-Normal            street car line 
 

Peter Thiel     August 7, 1913   Chenoa  
          T. P. & W. freight  
 

E. R. Hardison     May 14, 1914   Fell under train at            Harpster 
 

Henry Ekstam     September 11, 1914  Chenoa 
          Chicago & Alton (C&A  

          fireman) 
 

Andrew Moran     October 12, 1914   Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton fireman 
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Daniel Sullivan     October 29, 1914   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton fireman 
 

J. J. Crosby     November 15, 1914  Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton   

          switchman 
 

George Wilson     November 16, 1914  North of Funk's Grove 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Bert Reddick     February 20, 1915  Saybrook 
          Lake Erie and Western 
 

Unknown     May 24, 1915   Three miles east of  

          Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

James A. Keeran     September 29 & 30, 1915  Bloomington 
      October 1, 1915   Illinois Traction /  

          interurban 
 

Fred Jasmand     November 2, 1915  Zook’s Crossing near  

          Danvers 
          Illinois Traction /  

          interurban 
 

Mrs. C. L. Keck     December 10, 1915  Franklin Avenue Sugar  

          Creek bridge 
          Bloomington-Normal  

          street car line 
           
Harry Deal     April 3, 1916   Holland crossing, two  

          miles north of Heyworth 
          Illinois Central 
 

Edward Swaboda     May 17, 1916   Big Four wreck near  

          Danvers; buried under  

          wreckage 
 

Charles Lawler     March 30, 1917   Quarter mile south of  

          Ocoya 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Herbert Leininger     March 30, 1917   Quarter mile south of  

          Ocoya 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Two unidentified men    June 14, 1917   Main Street “subway” 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Cline McCorkle     July 2, 1917   Two miles south of  

          Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Albert Spencer     July 3, 1917   Shirley 
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          Chicago & Alton   

          signalman 
 

Mrs. W. R. Primm    September 10, 1917  Auto hit by street car in  

          Bloomington 
    
James Fleming     October 15, 1917   South of Lincoln Street 
          Big Four 
 

Willie Shadowen     September 22, 1918  Near Allin Street crossing 
          Big Four 
 

Silas N Stevens     March 11, 1919   Corner of Market &  

          Howard streets 
          Illinois Traction System  

          (interurban) 
 

Edward Drohan     May 8 & 9, 1919 &  Big Four near Danvers; hit 

          when walking tracks 

  

      

  

        
George W. Stormer    September 2, 1919  Mile and a half west of  

          Carlock 
          Lake Erie 
 

Arthur Simmons     July 11, 1920   Washburn Crossing / West 

          Washington 
          Big Four 
 

George Carver     August 10, 1920   Bloomington, Illinois  

          Central depot 
          Illinois Central 
 

Thomas Griffin, W. L. Robbins,   September 8, 1920  Near Shirley 
and H C Miller         Chicago & Alton engineer 

          (Griffin), fireman  

          Robbins) and brakeman  

          (Miller) 
 

Lydia Roach     January 10, 1921   Main Street, Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

T. A. Krueger     July 15, 1921   Bloomington, Chicago &  

          Alton depot 
          Chicago & Alton   

          machinist 
 

Thomas McAdams    January 23, 1922   Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton flagman 
 

C. L. McNett     June 22, 1922   Towanda 
          Chicago & Alton 
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Thomas Platt     July 4, 1922   Three miles southeast of  

          Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

William E. Neal     November 15, 1922  W. Grove St. crossing 
      and  November 16, 1922  Lake Erie 
 

James Welch     December 4, 1922  Bloomington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

William F. Hefner    December 20, 1922  East Street Crossing 
          L E & W 
 

Casper Weselock     January 30, 1923   Union Station 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Park Vance, Mary S Schewe, and   October 31, 1923   Madison Street crossing 
Mrs. H. C. Dorneman        Nickel Plate 
 

Edward Schopp and Helen Green   April 14, 1924   Lexington 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Lawrence Abbott     May 28 & 30, 1927  West of Merna, section  

          worker 
          Illinois Central 
 

David Parido, Mrs David (Matilda) Parido,  August 11, 1927   Stillwell Street crossing 

and Martha Parido        west of Bloomington 
          Illinois Terminal 
 

M. D. Reed     December 20 & 21, 1927,  McLean 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Cecil Dallas     December 21, 1927  Normal switch yards 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

James Britt     July 1 & 2, 1928   One-half miles south of  

          Carlock 
          Nickel Plate 
 

Samuel Barclay, Mrs. Samuel Barclay,  September 23 & 24, 1928  Three miles southwest of 

and daughters Elsie and Maude          

          Covell 
          Chicago & Alton special 
 

Charles Ruarke     Sept. or Oct. 28, 1928  Cooksville  

          Illinois Central  

  
 

 

Fred Henson, Mrs. Una E. Henson    December 26, 1929  Bloomington (Bender’s  

          Crossing) 
and Helen Henson        Auto hit by train on Big  

          Four tracks 
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Clyde Walker     February 5, 1930   Two miles west of  

          Bloomington 
          Peoria and Eastern 
 

Mattie Reese and her six children   May 16, 18 & 19, 1932  Five miles southeast of 

Leroy, Delmar, Raymond, Norvil,       Saybrook  

 Cecil, and Martha Ellen       Illinois Central  

    

      
Harry J. Burkhart     February 27, 1933  Covell 
          Chicago & Alton  
 

Phillip Snyder     December 24, 1934  Three miles west of  

          Bloomington 
          Big Four 
 

Reuben Metcalf     November 9, 1936  Between Bell and Lincoln  

          streets 
          Big Four 
 

William S. Longberry    March 31, 1937   Bloomington, W. Miller  

          St. crossing 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Bartie Thompson     April 2, 1937   Weston 
          T. P.  & W. 
 

Dorothy Heck     June 9, 1937   McLean 
          Chicago & Alton 
  
Unidentified colored man    August 13, 1937   Vagrant crushed by  

          shifting steel in Alton train 
 

 

Lutie Fuller     January 30, 1942   Walnut Street crossing 
          Illinois Central 
 

J. F. Irvin     February 21, 1943  Chicago & Alton yards 
Chicago & Alton 

switchman 
 

August G Seyfrit and    February 26, 1943             Alton train & Sinclair’s 

Russell Sinclair        gasoline truck   

         collided at Virden 
  
Ray E. Fleming     March 22, 1943   Chicago & Alton yards 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 
 

W. N. Drake     January 24, 1944   Alton depot 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 
 

Milan A. Harris     August 25, 1947   Funk’s Grove 
          Alton RR 
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Lawrence Hughes    September 10, 1951  Washington Street  

          Crossing 
          GM&O 
 

Jack Shafer     August 25, 1953   Dry Grove 
          New York Central 
 

Mrs. Paul Gehrt     Nov. 13, 1955 and  North Normal 
      Nov. 14, 1956   GM&O 
 

Perry and Catherine Perry    March 2 & 3, 1956  East of  Mackinaw 
          Pennsylvania RR 
     
Clyde Devore     March 2, 1958   Division Street Crossing  

          in Chenoa; car accident 
 

Chella Boyd     October 3, 1975   First fatality at Towanda  

          Crossing 
          (No newspaper article) 
 

Elmer Davis     May 2, 2010   Funks Grove 
          Amtrak 
 

John D. Bloxom     July 25, 2010   Bloomington  

   
          Amtrak 
 

Anthony Bernardini    March 4, 2013   Chenoa 
          Amtrak   

   
 

McLean County Persons Killed Outside McLean County 
 

Name       Date of article  Location / Railroad 
 

John White     February 20, 1856  Atlanta 
          Chicago & Alton (C. A. & 

          St. L) brakeman 
 

Unknown Chicago & Alton   April 29, 1857   Near Virden 
          (C. A. & St. L) brakeman 
 

William McIlhaney    February 10, 1872  Pontiac 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

 

Thomas Devine     March 18, 1881   Danville 
 

Robert H. Shine     April 11, 1881   Bridgeport 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 



 

18 

 

 

George Acken     May 12, 1881   Peoria 
 

C. L. Lambert     February 13, 1883  Carlinville 
          Chicago & Alton   

          conductor 
 

S. Stevenson     June 4, 1885   Carlinville 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

John Lyons     December 3, 1885  Union yards / Peoria 
          Wabash Road brakeman 
 

Eugene Downey     March 22, 1888   Happyville (near   

          Roodhouse) 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 
 

George H. Brown     June 27, 1891   C & A engineer in wreck  

          at Williamsville 
 

William Dubois and Grant S Hastings  February 3 & 4, 1892  Joliet grade 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 

          (Dubois), 
brakeman (Hastings) 

 

H. S. Gregory     February 26, 1892  Near Atlanta 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

Joseph A. Drenner    October 10, 1892   C & A brakeman crushed  

          between cars at Odell 
 

W. H. Stone     August 8, 1893   Big Four brakeman in  

          freight collision at  

          Danville 
 

Unreadable Diehl     July 16, 1895   Normal, 
          C&A 
 

Peter Johnson     July 23, 1895   Stevensville, IL 
          Lake Erie 
  
George C Wakely    July 25, 1895   Alton yards, Springfield 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

E. R. Stephens     April 20, 1896   Chicago 
Illinois Central suburban 

train 
 

 

Jacob Oesterie     May 4, 1896   West of Downs 
          Big Four 
 

Guy L. Stevens     August 31, 1897   Tallula (Menard County) 
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          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

George Rodler and Edward Pietsch   July 15, 1899   Glendale, Missouri 
          Chicago & Alton 
 

Joseph Fitman     February 27 & 28, 1900  Paxton 
          Lake Erie & Western 
 

John Sullivan     April 19, 1900   Tallula, Illinois (died in  

          Bloomington) 
          Chicago & Alton fireman 
 

Thomas Jaspers     October 25, 1900   Switching accident in  

          Joliet 
 

John Adams and Cornelius “Con” Sheehan  August 21 & 22, 1901  Prentice, IL (north of  

          Jacksonville) 
          Chicago & Alton fireman  

          (Adams) and engineer  

          (Sheehan) 
 

John W. Marchbank    October 30, 1901   Lemont, IL 
          Chicago & Alton   

          conductor 
 

Will Ramage     November 20, 1901  Manchester, IL, west of  

          Jacksonville 
          Chicago & Alton fireman 
 

Ed A. Denson     June 27, 1903   Pleasanton, Kansas 
          Inter-State brakeman 
 

Thomas P. Shannon    November 28, 1904  Redgley (?) water tank 
          Chicago & Alton fireman 

 

Charles Rethwisch    January 4, 1906   Kankakee 
          Illinois, Indiana & Iowa  

          switchman 
 

Clinton F. Gordon    September 15, 1906  Near Dwight 
          Chicago & Alton   

          brakeman 
 

Charles Haker     March 3, 1913   St. Louis, yards of  

          Missouri Pacific 
          Local relatives claim body 

     
Henry Fisher     October 10, 1916   East Peoria 
          Bloomington resident,  

          Lake Erie 
 

Charles Lawler and    March 30, 1917   South of Ocoya 
Herbert Leininger         Chicago & Alton conductor  

          (Lawler) and fireman (Leininger) 
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Charles S. Conklin    November 2, 1917  Joliet 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 
        
 

Isaac Powell     February 5, 1918   Chicago 
          Colfax resident 
 

Albert Granacher     March 16, 1918   Brakeman falls from car at 

          Dwight 
  
Martha Wright     January 24, 1919   Normal 
          C&A 
 

Rev. W. W. Denham    March 23, 1925   Edgerton, Ohio 
          Former Bloomington 

resident 
 

Everett Karr Quinn    December 26, 1928  near Bloomington 
          No company listed 
 

Charles Shields     December 28, 1928  Bloomington, struck by  

          train 
          Big Four  
 

 Albert Carlson     May 6, 1929   St. Louis 
          Chicago & Alton engineer 

          from Normal 
 

Lloyd D. “Red” Nichols    July 30, 1933   Illinois Central 
 

Unidentified man     August 13, 1937   Bloomington 
          C&A 
 

Katherine Clancy, Nell Clancy,   June 28, 1938   Montana 
and Marjory Clancy        Milwaukee railroad 
 

August Seyfrit     February 26, 1943  Virden, south of   

          Springfield   

          C&A 
 

Frank Martin     August 10, 1944   Chicago, Lincoln St.  

          terminal 
          C&A chemical engineer’s  

          assistant 
           
Russell Robert Malcom    August 18, 1947   South of Harris crossing,  

          near Wapella 
          Illinois Central 
 

Virgil E. Hinshaw    January 24, 1957   North of Pittsfield 
          Wabash 
 

Elwyn “Bud” Legner, Lorene Legner,  September 3, 1968  West of Meadows (a  

          Pontiac family) 
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          Kevin Legner  

          T P & W 
 

Miguel “Mickey” Garcia    April 27, 2005   Chicago 
          Undetermined 
 

 

 

Miscellaneous Articles 
Pantagraph article from July 13, 2004, on families working to improve rail safety. 


